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PLMJ

PLM USER INITIATIVE

The primary PLM news, and the reason that this
issue of the PLMJ has run so far into 2008, is the
PLM User Initiative.

The PLMIG is undergoing
a massive change of
emphasis generated by the
results of the past four
years.  In a move to break
the chains that are holding
back PLM development in
every industry, the PLMIG
has launched the PLM User
Initiative.

Company-Level
The PLMIG was formed in
2003 so that users could
interact with each other as
individuals.

This has led to some
notable successes (such as
the Self-Assessment Toolkit
& Benchmarking Handbook)
but does not have the
critical mass needed to resolve the larger
problems.

The PLM User Initiative allows users to interact
with each other as companies, rather than
individuals, and this takes the possibilities for
improvement to a new level.

A New Approach
This will not be the first time that user
organisations have collaborated in PLM, but it
will be the first time that it has been possible
within  a managed framework over the course of
an  entire  year.   It  allows  specific  issues  to  be
resolved, new metrics to be developed, and
genuine best practice to be defined.

There is an additional benefit for the companies
that are actually involved.  Because the
interaction with the PLMIG will be over an

extended period of time, then
the Initiative material can
used to achieve specific
deliverables on their own
internal projects.

PLM Issues – Why The
World Has Not Changed
The PLM issues raised by user
companies during the
discussion stages have applied
since the birth of PLM.  We
review them inside.

Why The PLM World Will
Change
The fact that a group of major
companies are creating a new
body of PLM knowledge will
be a focal point for the
industry.  It will stimulate
development of the Reference
Models, create a demand for

PLM Standards, and drive the need for research
that can show what the future of PLM should be.

This will draw in the input of vendors and
consultancies as well as users, and create
momentum for a common approach to PLM that
will enhance the entire marketplace.

PLMJ 2008
The format of the PLMJ will change for 2008 to
match the User Initiative.  Instead of a quarterly
timetable, the PLM Journal will report news and
material from the Initiative in four issues during
the year.
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